Royal Infirmary have now to submit to this general court of contributors and subscribers the annual report of their proceedings for the past year, which forms the Sixty-eighth Annual Report of the Infirmary.
The number of patients remaining in the medical and surgical wards on the 31st December, 1861, was 257. The number admitted during the year was 3709; so that the total number treated was 3966. Of these, 3657 were treated to a conclusion ; of whom 3332 were dismissed cured, relieved, or from other causes; and 325 died. The number remaining on the 31st December, 1862, was 309.
In the fever wards the number of patients remaining on the 31st December, 1861, was 81. The number admitted during the year was 966 j so that the total number treated was 1047. Of these, 985 were treated to a conclusion j of whom 824 were dismissed cured, and 161 died. The number remaining on the 31st December, 1862, was 62.
In the whole Institution the number of patients remaining on the 31st December, 1861, was 338. The number admitted throughout the year was 4675; so that the total number treated was 5013. Of these, 4642 were treated to a conclusion; of whom 4156 were dismissed cured, relieved, or from other causes; and 486 died. The number remaining on the 31st December, 1862, was 371.
The smallest number of patients in the medical and surgical wards on a single day was 235, on the 7th October; the largest number was 405, on the 30th
March.
The daily average number, as calculated for each month, was least in October, when it was 257 ; and greatest in March, when it was 391.
In the fever wards the smallest number of patients in a single day was 38. on the 31st August; and the largest number was 108, on the 28th February, The daily average number, as calculated for each month, was least in August, when it was 49, and greatest in February, when it was 98.
In the whole Institution the smallest number of patients in a single day was 289, on the 1st September. The greatest number was 501, on the 13th of March. The daily average number, as calculated for each month of the year, was least hi October, when it was 318; and greatest in March, when it was 483.
The number of out patients treated in the dispensary during the year was 11,762; of whom 5146 were surgical, and 6016 medical cases, being 1489 in excess of the number treated during the year 1861.
There The managers regret that the report which they have to make regarding fever is not so satisfactory as they coold wish. There was admitted into the Infirmary, in 1862, a greater number of fever patients than in any year since 1854. In that year there were 1298 admissions, including small-pox patients. As compared with the year 1861 there was an increase of 215, the numbers in 1861 having been 751, and in 1862, 966; of these 966, 132, or about 7$ were children of ten years of age and under; and 42 were small-pox cases, of which 8 were under ten years of age. While, however, the number of fever cases was thus larger than for some years past, this is not surprising, considering the great amount of destitution which prevails throughout the country. The managers would also invite the attention of subscribers to the necessity for adhering to the rule of the house regulating the admission of patients. For some years past a considerable excess beyond the number proportioned to the amount of subscription has taken place. The managers are quite certain that, in many cases, this arises from inadvertence; but when they remind the subscribers that all cases of accidents are received at once without any order, and that these amounted last year to 627, and also that the average cost of each patient is from ?2 to ?3, they feel certain the subscribers will at onco perceive the necessity for adhering to the rule. did the disease return often in the opposite ovary, one of which died five years after; the other, after sixteen years, and bearing three children, the opposite ovary became diseased, for which she was operated upon a second time in America, recovered, and is now quite well. Of the less than 30 per cent, of deaths in the ovarian extirpations, 10 died from the immediate consequences of the operation, 10 from inflammation, 10 from prostration, and 2 from haemorrhage, which ought to be included with the first division of immediate consequences of the operation. About two-thirds of these deaths, except those from prostration, were of young females, whilst those from prostration were of the older class of females. The points of practice alluded to by the author were both interesting and important: 1st, That the temperature of the room should always be raised during the operation to at least 74 Fahr., and lowered immediately after. To this the author attributed much of his success, and thinks the patient suffers less from shock. 2nd, That, chloroform was a most valuable agent, and could scarcely be dispensed with ; but that the author could not say it had increased his success, and, if a patient oould meet the difficulty wit hout it, it would be preferable. The first fourteen cases of the author were before chloroform was discovered, and yet nine made good recoveries.
3rd, That gulping and vomiting, so common after these operations, the author attributed in some measure to the use of chloroform, having seen but little of it during the first fourteen cases where it was not used. 4th, That the largo incision was still maintained by the author in preference to smaller openings, for which many advantages were shown. In speaking of large incisions the author meant commensurate with the size of the tumour to be extirpated. 5th, Ligatures of Indian hemp were preferred before those of silver or iron wire. 6th, The author noticed that the third, sixth, and ninth days were critical in the treatment, a knowledge of which assisted greatly in conducting the cure. After the ninth day the case generally did well. 7th, That no particular age was prominent in the success, being about equal at all ages from sixteen to sixty years; but if the author had a choice it would be when the menstruation was about ceasing, or had ceased. 8th, Purgatives were never used, the author contenting himself with enemata, ox gall, &c. The author then gave an interesting sketch of the operation during the last twenty years, the opposition and misrepresentation he had encountered, but had lived to see the operation established as a legitimate one, and practised by many with a fair average of success. The author had extirpated one ovary very often; he had also extirpated both ovaries three times, all successfully, and once in the year 1844 extirpated both uterus and ovaries, the patient living to the 15th day, and then dying in consequence of a fall, otherwise the case had every prospect of terminating successfully. The author then dwelt at some length on the fatality of ovariotomy in large hospitals, and considered it best suited for private operations. As the first operation of the author for the extirpation of the uterus and its appendages through the walls of the abdomen, in 1844, was done in connection with extensive ovarian disease, and recorded as an unfortunate ovarian, he considered it quite possible to establish a similar operation for extirpation of large fibroid masses; hence, in January 2, 1863, the author extirpated a fibroid uterus of 11 lbs. weight successfully: the necessity for the operation was great, as the pelvis was so blocked up that neither motion nor urine could be voided without the greatest difficulty. The treatment of the case subsequently was a complete success, the patient returning to her home and friends on the 36th day after the operation, and has continued well ever since. Professor Simpson saw the case, and felt great interest in its progress to recovery. 
